Wikked Wyves

Of latter date, of wyves hath he red,

That somme han slayn hir housbondes in hir bed,
And lete hir lechour dighte hir al the night

Whyl that the corps lay in the floor up-right.

And somme han drive nayles in hir brayn

Whyl that they slepte, and thus they han hem slayn.

“The Wife of Bath's Prologue,” The Canterbury Tales

Tamar



Genesis 38:6-28

(6) Judah got a wife for Er his first-
born; her name was Tamar. (7) But Er,
Judah’s first-born, was displeasing to
the LORD, and the LORD took his life.
(8) Then Judah said to Onan, “Join
with your brother’s wife and do your
duty by her as a brother-in-law, and
provide offspring for your brother.” (9)
But Onan, knowing that the seed would
not count as his, let it go to waste
whenever he joined with his brother’s
wife, so as not to provide offspring for
his brother. (10) What he did was
displeasing to the LORD, and He took
his life also. (11) Then Judah said to
his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Stay as a
widow in your father’s house until my
son Shelah grows up”—for he thought,
“He too might die like his brothers.” So
Tamar went to live in her father’s
house. (12) A long time afterward the
wife of Judah died. When his period of
mourning was over, Judah went up to
Timnah to visit his sheep shearers with
his friend Hirah the Adullamite. (13)
And Tamar was told, “Your father-in-
law 1s coming up to Timnah for the
sheep shearing.” (14) So she took off
her widow’s garb, covered her face
with a veil, and, wrapping herself up,
sat down at the entrance to Enaim,
which is on the road to Timnah; for she
saw that Shelah was grown up, yet she
had not been given to him as wife. (15)
When Judah saw her, he took her for a
prostitute for she had covered her face.
(16) So he turned aside to her by the
road and said, “Here, let me sleep with
you”—for he did not know that she
was his daughter-in-law. “What,” she
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Yael

Talmud Bavli Makkot 23b

Rabbi Elazar says: In three places the
Divine Spirit appeared before all to
affirm that the action taken was
appropriate: In the court of Shem, in
the court of Samuel the Ramathite, and
in the court of Solomon. The Gemara
elaborates: This occurred in the court
of Shem, as it is written in the context
of the episode of Judah and Tamar:
“And Judah acknowledged them and
said: She is more righteous than I
[mimeni]” (Genesis 38:26). How did
Judah know that Tamar’s assertion that
she was bearing his child was correct?
Perhaps, just as he went to her and
hired her as a prostitute, another person
went to her and hired her as well.
Rather, a Divine Voice emerged and
said: It is from Me [mimeni] that these
secrets emerged.

Judges 4:1-3

The Israelites again did what was
offensive to God... And God
surrendered them to King Jabin of
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. His
army commander was Sisera, whose
base was Harosheth-goiim. The
Israelites cried out to God; for he had
nine hundred iron chariots, and he had
oppressed Israel ruthlessly for twenty
years.

A2 Non

17 ¥9017 MIpn A2 TYOR 1"R

QW 1197 N°221 QW YW 1107 D22 WP
79w W I1°7 0223 PN ORI

12 NOWRN2) 22027 oW YW 1T N2
K22 °301 IRTY MR 777 797 (0
DIR 71237 3R DIRT 02077 00 RaYT VT
237 N2 NRX° [7237] RPN WK 1
daiii7ami I Ne'alaiaYalymiale

A-X:IT DWW

» Py ¥ Nipy? 28 2321957
WIDT7R TR TR 7 09200 IR TN
RIT) XIQ°D INETIY 19%H2 T2n WK
ORI WY 10217 YN 2g Y

X377 1521127207, NiRD YR 03 00
W DY TRITR PR 3NN i

(0)


https://www.sefaria.org/Makkot.23b.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.4.1-3

Judges 5:24-27 T2-72:7 DLW

(24) Most blessed of women be Jael, 1R 02N NYR bi]: n’tjjg@“qj_’:}g (12)
Wife of Heber the Kenite, Most blessed 297 ORY 00 (719) 17an PR own
of women in tents. (25) He asked for (12) IRMD T2IRT OOV ’79:03 N3
water, she offered milk; In a princely 05Ny NINOTS 3NN TIISwR TN 57
bowl she brought him curds. (26) Her nsbm HKJU:D_H SR HPWJ_NWD’O %D‘?.‘H
[left] hand reached for the tent pin, Her ]:DIJW 1753 ¥3 n"ngﬁT]*at(T:;) ml77

right for the workmen’s hammer. She Y51 AW Y99 TwRa 951 Y13 7993
struck Sisera, crushed his head, TN T omEm o '717W

Smashed and pierced his temple. (27)
At her feet he sank, lay outstretched, At
her feet he sank, lay still; Where he
sank, there he lay—destroyed.

Liber Antiquitatum Biblicarum, Pseudo-Philo

Now Yael took a stake in her left hand and approached him, saying, "If God will work this sign
with me, [ know that Sisera will fall into my hands. Behold I will throw him down on the ground
from the bed on which he sleeps; and if he does not feel it, I know that he has been handed over."
And Yael took Sisera and pushed him onto the ground from the bed. But he did not feel it,
because he was very groggy.

And Yael said, "Strengthen in me today, Lord, my arm on account of you and your people and
those who hope in you." And Jael took the stake and put it on his temple and struck it with a
hammer. While he was dying, Sisera said to Yael, "Behold pain has taken hold of me, Yael, and I
die like a woman." Yael replied, "Go, boast before your father in hell and tell him that you have
fallen into the hands of a woman."
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Talmud Bavli Horayot 10b

And Ulla says: Tamar engaged in
licentiousness with Judah (Genesis,
chapter 38), and Zimri engaged in
licentiousness with Cozbi (Numbers
25:6-9). Tamar engaged in
licentiousness, and kings and prophets
emerged from her. Zimri engaged in
licentiousness, and tens of thousands
from the Jewish people fell. Rav
Nahman bar Yitzhak says: A
transgression performed for the sake of
Heaven is greater than a mitzvah
performed for personal gain, as it is
stated: “Blessed above women shall be
Yael, the wife of Heber the Kenite,
above women in the tent shall she be
blessed” (Judges 5:24). Who are these
“women in the tent”? They are Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah.
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Joshua 2:1-7 T-X:2 YN
(2) The king of Jericho was told, DY 28w PIRTYYIT nown
“Some men have come here tonight, TIRTTNN I 107 ARG U D07
Israelites, to spy out the country.” (3) YA T AYRTNPD IR20T 1593 NN
The king of Jericho thereupon sent SARY A7 ToR? MR SIRY YN a0
orders to Rahab: “Produce the men =om? DR v1an 720 M K3 DU I
who came to you and entered your TR A07TOR T 70 TRUY (PINTTIN
house, for they have come to spy out 0727 QWK TR o°R20 DWIRT RoXIT
the whole country.” (4) The woman, TYRT MRM IR PIRTTI2TNN 807 0P
however, had taken the two men and SOR IND 1D | MR 119¥M) DOWIRT 1NN
hidden them. “It is true,” she said, “the W Y R TR YT XY 0N

men did come to me, but I didn’t know 3297 IR YT X7 WL 2°WIRM TWh2 19507
where they were from. (5) And at dark, X1 :23°wn 2 a7 nR N0 1T 2WIRG

when the gate was about to be closed, A2 NIYT YYT CNWO32 DInvm) maT DNy
the men left; and I don’t know where 2V 177 07 070N 19T DWIRTY ST
the men went. Quick, go after them, for XY WK AR 130 W NiNaven
you can overtake them.”— (6) Now oOR 2977

she had taken them up to the roof and
hidden them under some stalks of flax
which she had lying on the roof.— (7)
So the men pursued them in the
direction of the Jordan down to the
fords; and no sooner had the pursuers
gone out than the gate

Talmud Bavli Zevachim 116b :TUP 0Nt

The Sages said with regard to Rahab: SRS IRYOWD 7007 2°1W 0 N2 10X
She was ten years old when the Jewish  Sxuw» 19w 10 ' [25] Anan o™¥nn
people left Egypt, and she engaged in RIT> AR 7PN MW 'R D273

prostitution all forty years that the -DNWDY 9N 9an w3 *H N
Jewish people were in the wilderness.

After that, when she was fifty years
old, she converted when the two spies
visited her. She said: May I be
redeemed as a reward for having
endangered myself with the rope,
window, and flax, by means of which I
saved Joshua’s two spies.
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Pesikta Rabbati 40:3

And God will judge the world in
righteousness, God will minister
judgment to the peoples with
uprightness” (Psalms 9:9). What is the
meaning of uprightness? Rabbi
Alexsandri said: God judged the
nations with the uprightness they
possessed. [For example] Rahab,
Jethro and Ruth. How will God speak
to the nations of the world? [God will
say]: "Why did you not bring yourself
closer to me?" And they will say: "I
was a utterly evil person and I was
embarrassed." And God will say to
them: "You were no more so than
Rahab whose house was in the city
wall and she received robbers and
prostituted within. Nevertheless, she
drew close to me and did I not
welcome her and raise up prophets and
righteous people from her?"

Talmud Bavli Megillah 15a

The Sages taught: There were four
women of extraordinary beauty in the
world: Sarah, and Abigail, Rahab, and
Esther.

Talmud Bavli Megillah 14b

Eight prophets, who were also priests,
descended from Rahab the prostitute,
and they are: Neriah; his son Baruch;
Seraiah; Mahseiah; Jeremiah; his
father, Hilkiah; Jeremiah’s cousin
Hanamel; and Hanamel’s father,
Shallum. Rabbi Yehuda said: So too,
Huldah the prophetess was a
descendant of Rahab the prostitute.
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