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The Shofar and the Sound of Silence 
PAS Lunch and Learn – September 16, 2020/ 27 Elul 5780 

 
Roadmap  

 

1) Blessing for Torah Learning 
 
2) Introductions 

 
3) What comes to mind when you think of the shofar?  
(Please jot something down or put something in the chat box) 
 
4) Numbers 29:1 

 
5) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 16a 
 
6) Leviticus 23:24 

 
7) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 29b 
 
8) Genesis 22:13 

 
9) Leviticus 16:21-22 

 
10) Kapparot 

 
11) Shofar: What’s in a name? 

 
12) John Wesley  

 
13) Your Takeaway: This year, I aim to improve …  

 
Tekiah! 
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Numbers 29:1 

 
In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, there will be a sacred 
occasion, you shall not perform any laborious work. A day of the [horn] blasts 
it will be for you. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Babylonian Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 16a 

 
Rabbi Abbahu said: Why does one sound a blast with a shofar made from a 
ram’s [horn on Rosh Hashanah]? The Holy One, Blessed be God, said: Sound 
[a blast] before Me with a shofar made from a ram, so that I will remember 
for you the binding of Isaac, son of Abraham[, in who’s place a ram was 
sacrificed]. And I will ascribe it to you as if you had bound yourselves before 
Me. 
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Leviticus 23:24 

 
Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of 
the month, you shall observe complete rest, a commemoration of the blasts, a 
sacred occasion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Babylonian Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 29b 

 

  
Rather, Rava said: By Torah Law one is permitted [to sound the shofar on 
Rosh Hashanah even on Shabbat], and it was the Sages who prohibited it. 
This is in accordance with the opinion of Rabba, as Rabba said: All are 
obligated to sound the shofar [on Rosh Hashanah], but not all are experts in 
sounding the shofar. [Therefore,] the Sages decreed [that the shofar should 
not be sounded on Shabbat,] lest one take the shofar in his hand and go to an 
expert to learn [how to sound it or to have him sound it for him,] and one  
might carry the shofar four cubits in the public domain [which is prohibited 
on Shabbat]. And this is also the reason for [the rabbinical decree] that the 
lulav [may not be taken on Shabbat,] and this is likewise the reason for the 
decree that the Megillah [of Esther] may not be read on Shabbat.  
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Genesis 22:13 

 
When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its 
horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering in place of his son. 

 
Leviticus 16:21-22 

 

 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head 
of the live goat and confess over it all the 
iniquities and transgressions of the Israelites, 
whatever their sins, putting them on the head 
of the goat; and it shall be sent off to the 
wilderness through a designated man. Thus the 
goat shall carry on it all their iniquities to an 
inaccessible region; and the goat shall be set 
free in the wilderness. 
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Shofar: What’s in a Name? 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Shanah Tovah! 
 


