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Early Elementary


Love, Jessica. Julián Is a Mermaid. Candlewick, 2019.

In this exuberant picture book, a glimpse of costumed mermaids leaves
one boy flooded with wonder and ready to dazzle the world.
While riding the subway home from the pool with his abuela one day,
Julián notices three women spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows
in brilliant hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills the
train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of the magic he’s seen,
all he can think about is dressing up just like the ladies in his own
fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-yellow curtain for his tail, the
fronds of a potted fern for his headdress. But what will Abuela think
about the mess he makes — and more importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees
himself? Mesmerizing and full of heart, Jessica Love’s author-illustrator debut is a jubilant
picture of self-love and a radiant celebration of individuality.
Source: Publisher
Upper Elementary


Callender, Kacen. Hurricane Child. Scholastic, 2018.
Caroline Murphy is a Hurricane Child. Being born during a hurricane is
unlucky, and 12-year-old Caroline has had her share of bad luck lately.
She's hated and bullied by everyone in her small school on St. Thomas of
the US Virgin Islands; a spirit only she can see won't stop following her;
and – worst of all – Caroline's mother left home one day and never came
back.
But when a new student named Kalinda arrives, Caroline's luck begins to
turn around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from Barbados with a special smile for
everyone, becomes Caroline's first and only friend – and the person for
whom Caroline has begun to develop a crush.
Source: Publisher



Ostertag, Molly. Witch Boy. Scholastic, 2017. (Graphic novel)
In 13-year-old Aster's family, all the girls are raised to be witches, while
boys grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone who dares cross those lines is
exiled. Unfortunately for Aster, he still hasn't shifted . . . and he's still
fascinated by witchery, no matter how forbidden it might be.
When a mysterious danger threatens the other boys, Aster knows he can
help – as a witch. It will take the encouragement of a new friend, the nonmagical and non-conforming Charlie, to convince Aster to try practicing his
skills. And it will require even more courage to save his family . . . and be
truly himself.
Source: Publisher

