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1)In the early years of statehood Israeli leaders were concerned that the 
experience of the Holocaust would loom large in Israeli society and 
might drive Israelis’ perspec%ve on the non-Jewish world towards 
nega%vity, as expressed in the saying “the en%re world is against us.8 On 
the other hand, leaders were also concerned lest the memory of the 
Holocaust and its lessons would fade away in one genera%on.                                                                                     
2) On Holocaust Remembrance Day in 1956, Abba Kovner expressed this 
dilemma in the following manner: “He who says: forget nothing—in the 
end will remember nothing, for remembering everything leads to a state 
of madness; but to forget everything is in effect a betrayal of life.”                                                                                                                                                     
3 Israel’s ideological and poli%cal goal was to become a “normal na%on” 
and a normal state. In the interna%onal sphere, the vision of the poli%cal 
leadership was to become part of “the family of na%ons.” They hoped 
that Israel’s poli%cs would be determined according to “normal” guiding 
principles and interests, and that trauma%c memories of the helpless 
state of the Jews during World War II would give way to ra%onal 
considera%ons. However, a strong sense of the singular experience of the 
war years and of the establishment of the state hindered the feeling of 
“normality.”                                                                                                                                      
4) The short %me that had elapsed between destruc%on and rebirth 
created among many Jews, religious and non-religious alike, a sense of 
living in an age of disasters and miracles that defied “normality.” The 
destruc%on was almost immediately followed by the heavy toll paid by 
Israel during its War of Independence in the lives of its young people, 
among them many Holocaust survivors.                                                                                                                                
5) Memories were o\en at odds—in one breath the terminology related 
to heroism and weakness, resistance and helplessness. Tes%monies 
narrated great sacrifice alongside selfishness and disregard of the 
community. Could a master narra%ve of the Holocaust be conceived 



under such circumstances? Were the commemora%ve ins%tu%ons able 
to establish a unified, structured master narra%ve of the Holocaust? 
Would such a master narra%ve put to rest the disturbing ques%ons of 
Jewish helplessness, loneliness, and the inability of the Jews to defend 
themselves during Nazi rule? Would it solve the tension between 
viewing the Holocaust as a singular and par%cularly Jewish event on the 
one hand, and as an expression of the universal evil of genocide on the 
other?                                                                                                                               
6)  Already in 1953, during the Knesset debate when the Yad Vashem Bill 
was first tabled, these differences came to light. Minister of EducaSon 
and Culture Ben-Zion Dinur pointed out that he was presen%ng a unique 
law that deviated from the normal procedure of legisla%on. It dealt with 
remembrance, even commanding one to remember, whereas a law 
normally deals with ac%ons. Yad Vashem would assemble 
documenta%on, formal and personal, and would collect tes%monies and 
documenta%on on all aspects of the Holocaust. These materials would 
then serve the authors and historians who would labor to reconstruct 
the historical narra%ve.                                                                                                                                    
7) Soldiers visi%ng Yad Vashem o\en expressed great confusion as to 
how they themselves had confronted the Holocaust prior to the 1967 
war. In one of these talks, a soldier reflected on the enforced idleness 
during the period of wai%ng, while his family and home were in danger, 
making associa%ons with the Jews during the Holocaust                                                                                                                                                         
8) It was only in 1985 that the Holocaust became a mandatory subject in 
Israeli high schools.                                                                                                                                          
9) Conclusion On the other hand, there is an ins%tu%onalized effort to 
establish a “meta memory” of the Holocaust. We have seen that all 
these voices—the individual, the group, and the na%onal—are speaking 
to each other and thus create a dialogue of different voices. This 
dialogue is taking place in a specific social and cultural context, which is 
constantly evolving and changing…  Beyond the historical fact of the 
Holocaust, its central meaning lies in the ongoing dialogue between the 
individual, the community, society, and the events of the past as 
reflected by those who write, study, and think about it, or present it in 
ar%s%c form. This dialogue represents an endless effort to understand 



the meaning of the Holocaust, and a permanent search for ways to 
incorporate its lessons into the collec%ve memory. 
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