NNt 9y For This
In the midst of the days of battles, the Minister of Defense noticed these
things, and has added to what was said here by force of his own explicit
authority. This act of his, that is not very common in matters of war, is
worth any poem, from the point of view of effectiveness as well as an
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example of inner strength.

He crossed the conquered city in a jeep,
a bold armed youth... a young lion cub.
And on the cleared out street

an old man and a woman

were pressed to the wall away from him.

The youth smiled with baby teeth:

“I’lL try the machine gun”... and he tried.

The old man just covered his face in his hands...
and his blood covered the wall.

This is an image from the cherished battles of liberation.
There are fiercer ones, that’s no secret.

Our war demands words and songs...

Good! Let it be sung to, if so, for this too!

And let it be sung to, then, for “delicate incidents”

whose name happens to be murder.

And a song for the conversations of those who understand,
for the smiles of “let it go” and forgiveness.

Let it not be said: “They’re just details in a glorious chapter.”
Detail and generality

are legally paired,

if the generality indeed listens to the telling detail

and does not imprison it in solitary confinement!

For those clothed in the military gear—and we with them,
some in deed

and some with a consenting nod—

are driven, in the muttering of “necessity” and “revenge,”
into the domain of war criminals.

War is cruel! The innocent advocate

will be knocked down before it with a fist!
Yet therefore—

let the rule of justice and the rule of mercy
be just as cruel as it!

And to the chorus of poets who praise only her charm,
and give her only honey for her lawlessness,

if she only was given punishments of steel!

Military field courts!

May the whispering calm that says “indeed” be vanquished...
May its face be seen in the mirror!

The Hebrew soldier shall rise! He shall defend himself

from the numbness of the Hebrew public!

And the people’s war which stood without fear

before the seven armies

of the kings of the East,

shall not flinch even from “do not speak of itin Gath”*...
She is not that cowardly!...

* 2 Samuel 1:20. A call to conceal Israelite shame from its enemies.



Dear Alterman,

Well done! — For the moral validity and the courageous expression of your most recent column in Davar. You were a
voice—a pure and faithful voice—for the human conscience; If this conscience does not function and beat in our hearts on
days like these, we will not be worthy of the greatness and the treasured things that have been given to us so far... | ask
your permission to print this "column" — there is no armored column in our army's equipment that surpasses it in its

fighting power — in the publication of the Ministry of Defense in 100,000 copies to be distributed to every military man in
Israel.

With appreciation and gratitude
D. Ben-Gurion
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Translations by Rachel Korazim, Michael Bohnen and Heather Silverman



